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Feature: Women’s Attire 
 
Although controversy over women’s clothing in the Middle East is not a new topic, it was a 
focal point of many news articles throughout the past quarter. During the past few months, 
some governments in the region have jailed women because of infractions against legally 
mandated attire. In December, Saudi police officers detained a woman after she removed her 
abaya 

http://www.reuters.com/article/uk-saudi-girl-abaya-idUSKBN14122Q
http://www.reuters.com/article/uk-saudi-girl-abaya-idUSKBN14122Q
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-38210936
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-38210936
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/12/world/middleeast/islamic-state-mosul-women-dress-code-morality.html?ref=world&_r=1
http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/turkey/turkish-military-allows-headscarfs-for-women-1.1928211
http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/turkey/turkish-military-allows-headscarfs-for-women-1.1928211
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/12/14/miniskirt-protest-takes-aim-at-israeli-parliaments-dress-codes/?utm_term=.9ec4cab2218e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/12/14/miniskirt-protest-takes-aim-at-israeli-parliaments-dress-codes/?utm_term=.9ec4cab2218e
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/12/egypt-women-confront-sexual-harassment-dresses.html#ixzz4SpVzLhXx
https://dohanews.co/qatar-women-launch-fundraising-appeal-for-modest-sportswear-line/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-gdp-could-soar-20-pct-if-womens-participation-in-labor-force-doubled-study.aspx?pageID=238&nID=107644&NewsCatID=345
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-gdp-could-soar-20-pct-if-womens-participation-in-labor-force-doubled-study.aspx?pageID=238&nID=107644&NewsCatID=345
http://www.dailysabah.com/business/2016/11/03/erdogan-women-should-be-present-in-every-sector-of-society
http://www.dailysabah.com/business/2016/11/03/erdogan-women-should-be-present-in-every-sector-of-society
http://jordantimes.com/news/local/women%E2%80%99s-economic-participation-key-higher-gdp%E2%80%99-%E2%80%94-experts
https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/story/Oman_Development_Bank_lends_54mln_to_womens_projects-ZAWYA20161017043101/
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discussed in parliament—recently approved the marriage between a pregnant 13-year-old and 
her 20-year old relative; with this move, the man is able to avoid a possible sentence of six years 
in prison. In the past few months, the Egyptian parliament has considered controversial bills 
related to child custody and adultery. And in Jordan, activists continue to demand reforms to 
the country’s penal code because of honor killings, which increased significantly in 2016.  
 
Along with some of these constructive legal developments, there were other positive stories for 
women in the region. To help address the issue of honor killings in Jordan, the government 
plans to build a shelter for women “whose lives are in danger for reasons related to ‘family 
honour.’” Saudi Arabia recently held a two-week campaign that encourages victims of domestic 
violence to report abuse to a 24/7 hotline run by the Ministry of Social Affairs. An Egyptian 
documentary about sexual violence received an award at the San Francisco Arab Film Festival 
2016, and Egyptian women who experience sexual harassment are reporting incidents to police 
more frequently according to local NGOs. 
 
 
Women in Public Service 
 
The outcomes of several elections in the Middle East during the last quarter had mixed results 
for women’s representation. October’s parliamentary elections in Morocco caused women’s 
representation in the legislature to increase from 17 to 21 percent. Moreover, Moroccans elected 
10 more women to the parliament than dictated by the quota of 71 women parliamentarians. In 
Kuwait however, only 1 of the 15 women who ran for a seat in the country’s 50-person 
legislature received enough votes to become a parliamentarian. In late December, Omanis voted 
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Women in Conflict Situations  
 
In the past few months, there were relatively few stories about women in conflict situations—
some about women being held by ISIS, some about the situation for women in Syria, and one 
about how the ongoing conflict in Yemen has affected women. In October, dozens of Yazidi 
women who had been taken by ISIS in 2014 were transferred from Mosul, Iraq to Raqqa, Syria 
because of Iraqi-led efforts to recapture Mosul from ISIS. Another article detailed one family’s 
search for their “Lost Girl,” a three-year-old who was taken by ISIS two years ago. In Syria, a 
seven-year-old girl, 
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Read the Middle East Program’s bi-weekly MENA Women’s 
News Brief  for the latest news about women in the region. 


